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DIRECTIONS: Complete the following items after you have read the text. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 

1. (a) Draw an inference from the text. 
In the opening paragraph of “The Setting Sun and the Rolling World,” what can you infer 

about the identity of the “white speck whose sound had disturbed”  
Old Musoni’s work? What does your inference suggest about Old Musoni? 

 
      
 

(b) Cite textual evidence to support your inference. 
Cite textual evidence from later in the story that supports the inference you drew. 
 
      
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the  
action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
 

2. Explain what lines of dialogue reveal about a character. 
Reread the dialogue that appears in “The Setting Sun and the Rolling World.” What 

decision by the son does the dialogue help make clear? What does this dialogue 
reveal about the son's personality? Support your answer with evidence from the 
text. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning  
and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
 

3. (a) Explain figurative language. 
Explain the meaning of the figurative language in the title “The Setting Sun and the 

Rolling World.”  
 
      
 

(b) Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning. 
In paragraph 1 of “The Setting Sun and the Rolling World,” the word sunblasted is used 

to describe the land. How does this word help you understand what it is like for 
Old Musoni to farm his land? 
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  Dramatic Irony  

DIRECTIONS: Complete the following activity as either a written response or a group 
discussion. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
RL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or  
reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense and 
humor. 
 
4. 4. Analyze dramatic irony. 
Dramatic irony occurs when the reader knows what a character does not know. 

Determine the basic conflict in the story. Then, analyze the thoughts and spoken 
words in paragraphs 15 through 17 of “The Setting Sun and the Rolling World.” 
Explain how they create dramatic irony. Discuss the way in which the dramatic 
irony reveals the characters’ viewpoints, and also the ways in which the dramatic 
irony affects the conflict in the story from the reader’s point of view.  

Use these guidelines in your writing or discussion.  
● Consider the differences between the words and thoughts of both the 

father and the son in paragraphs 15 and 17, and determine how the 
differences create dramatic irony. 

● Explain what the reader knows that the characters don’t know about the 
characters’ viewpoints. 

● Discuss how knowing more than the characters know affects the reader.  
How does the reader’s knowledge add to his or her view of the conflict?  

● Support your points with examples from the story. 

 
TIP FOR WRITTEN RESPONSE 
Choose meaningful details that clearly support your main ideas. 

TIP FOR DISCUSSION 
How will you capture your ideas? Consider asking a member of your group to take notes. 
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