
Chapter 23 
 
1. Assuming Miss Stephanie’s account of Bob Ewell spitting at Atticus in this chapter is true, how do Scout, 
Jem, and Dill try to explain Atticus’ decision to not defend himself? How does Atticus explain it?  
 
 
2. What similarities does Atticus see between the men at the jailhouse the night before the trial and the jury the 
next day? What does he think causes juries to unjustly convict innocent black men?  
 
 
3. How does Jem respond to the news that one of the jurors was a Cunningham, and that he had initially 
moved to acquit Tom? How does Atticus explain why a Cunningham would have such a quick change of 
heart?  
 
 
4. Both Atticus and Aunt Alexandra degrade people by referring to them as “trash” in this chapter. How do their 
definitions of what makes someone “trash” differ?  
 
 
5. Why does Jem conclude that Boo Radley stays inside because he wants to? What does he imagine Boo is 
trying to avoid?  
 
 
Chapter 24  
 
6. Which of the ladies at the missionary circle luncheon treat Scout with the most respect? How is that respect 
shown to Scout?  
 
 
7. To whom is Miss Maudie referring when she asks, “His food doesn’t stick going down, does it”? Why does 
Miss Maudie ask this question?  
 
 
8. How does Scout compare and contrast the “ladies’ world” and the “world of my father”? In which world is she 
more comfortable, and why?  
 
 
9. After hearing about Tom Robinson’s death, for what does Alexandra criticize the town? How does Miss 
Maudie answer her frustration? How does Miss Maudie understand her role in helping Maycomb change?  
 
 
10. Scout concludes the chapter by saying, “If Aunty could be a lady at a time like this, so could I.” What has 
Scout learned about becoming an adult and a lady? 






