
Chapter 14 
 
1. How does Atticus explain rape to Scout? Do you think Scout understands him? Do you think Atticus intends 
for her to understand it?  
 
2. How does Jem show in this chapter that he has become more mature and responsible than his younger 
sister? In what ways is he still a child? How does Scout prove to herself that they are “still equals”?  
 
3. What does this chapter reveal to us about Scout’s point of view? What is she learning about herself, her 
family, and her community? What is she struggling to understand? What parts of the story might the reader 
understand better than Scout? How does this dramatic irony affect the experience of reading the novel? 
 
Chapter 15 
 
4. Why do Heck Tate, Link Deas, and others come to the Finches’ house? What do they discuss with Atticus? 
What do they hope to avoid?  
 
5. When Link questions Atticus’s judgment for defending Tom Robinson, Atticus replies: “Link, that boy might 
go to the chair, but he’s not going till the truth’s told . . . . And you know what the truth is.” What is the truth? 
How might the reader understand this situation better than Scout?  
 
6. When a group of men, led by Mr. Cunningham, shows up at the Maycomb jailhouse the night before the 
Tom Robinson trial, what have they come to do? Why is Atticus there waiting? How do you think the men’s 
ideas about justice differ from Atticus’s?  
 
7. What is a mob? What is mob mentality? Is the group of men that Atticus confronts at the jailhouse a mob?  
 
8. Analyze Scout’s attempts to engage Mr. Cunningham in conversation. Why does this exchange convince 
Mr. Cunningham and the other men to leave?  
 
9. How would you characterize Atticus’s actions on the night the men came to the jailhouse? What do his 
actions tell you about his character? What do you think would have happened if the children hadn’t arrived at 
the jailhouse when they did?  
 
 
 
 






