
Chapter 12 
 
1. Calpurnia changes the way she addresses Jem at the beginning of Chapter 12. What does she call 
him now? Why? 
 
 
2. Scout tells us that when Calpurnia stays overnight at the Finches’, she sleeps on a cot in the 
kitchen. Why do you think Harper Lee chose to include this detail in this chapter? What is she trying 
to show us about the Finches and the rules of Maycomb society? 
 
 
 
3. What do Scout and Jem notice about the way that Calpurnia talks when she is among other African 
Americans at church? How does Calpurnia explain the difference? Do Scout and Jem approve of the 
way she talks to other African Americans? 
 
 
 
4. How does the woman named Lula react when she sees Scout and Jem arrive at the First Purchase 
Church with Calpurnia? Why do you think she reacts as she does? How do the other congregants of 
First Purchase react to Scout and Jem’s presence? 
 
 
 
5. What do we learn about Tom Robinson in this chapter?  
 
 
Chapter 13 
 
6. Describe Aunt Alexandra. In what ways is she a proper “Southern lady”? Why do you think Atticus 
asks her to come live with the family? What concerns does Aunt Alexandra have about the way 
Atticus is raising his children?  
 
 
7. Scout tells us, “Aunt Alexandra fitted into the world of Maycomb like a hand into a glove, but never 
into the world of Jem and me.” Based on what you have learned so far, how is the world of Scout and 
Jem different from the “world of Maycomb”? What factors make these worlds different? 
 
 
8. How does Atticus feel when he delivers his lecture to Scout and Jem about their family’s “gentle 
breeding”? What does Scout notice that leads her to conclude, “This was not my father”? Point to 
evidence in the text that signals to you how Atticus feels about what he is saying.  
 



 


